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and to the sixth district of Indiana. His impact
will be felt for years to come, and | wish him
the best in his continued service and ministry.

——————

TRIBUTE TO THE 100TH BIRTHDAY
OF KHEN NGO

HON. JOE BACA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 24, 2011

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to ask
Congress to celebrate the 100th birthday of
Khen Ngo, a prominent member of the Viet-
namese Catholic community in San
Bernardino. | would like to ask my colleagues
to join me in celebrating this milestone with
the Ngo family and the San Bernardino com-
munity.

Born on July 4, 1911 in the Hue Province in
Central Vietnam, Khen Ngo completed ele-
mentary school by age thirteen. Tragically, he
fell ill to an infectious disease and did not re-
cover until age seventeen. Shortly thereafter
his family enrolled him in tailoring school.
Khen completed his secondary education with-
in one year.

The skills he learned in school allowed him
to become part of the family business. In Viet-
nam he opened and operated his own tailoring
shop. Soon he was able to manage and main-
tain his parent’'s shop as well. Outside of work
he served in the Parish council of Kim-Long
Church as a finance officer for fifteen years.
Life was about to drastically change for the
Ngo family.

In 1975, the Vietnamese Communist Re-
gime invaded Vietnam. The Ngo family was a
prominent family; the last name was well-
known across the country. Their heritage can
be traced back to the first President of Viet-
nam, Ngo Dinh Diem. Sadly, the communist
regime also knew the Ngos well. They sought
out and imprisoned many of the family mem-
bers, leaving Khen no choice but to escape.
Khen came to the United States as a Viet-
namese refuge.

He settled in Redlands, California and
joined the Sacred Heart Church. The Ngos are
a deeply religious and pious family. Together
with his brother, Father Joseph Trong Ngo,
the Ngos helped build and foster a Viet-
namese Catholic community in San
Bernardino. Khen lived a simple life and held
steadfast to his values. He lives by two guid-
ing principles: the Catholic teaching to honor
your parents, and to live his life as a deeply
religious and spiritual person.

His life continues to be filled with spirit and
love. He surrounds himself with the people he
loves and leads a simple life. He fathered
seven children and bestowed upon them the
virtues he embodies. Khen now spends his
days fishing and watching soccer games with
any of his twenty nieces and nephews or nine
grandchildren. | want to extend my best wish-
es to Khen Ngo on his 100th birthday along
with the wishes of my wife, Barbara, and my
children, Mayor Pro Tem Joe Baca Junior,
Jeremy, Natalie, and Jennifer. Mr. Speaker, |
ask my colleagues to join me in sharing this
special day with Khen Ngo.
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ALGER COUNTY ROAD H-58
HON. DAN BENISHEK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 24, 2011

Mr. BENISHEK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize several long time residents of Alger
County Michigan, who were instrumental in re-
solving a long standing controversy about road
access within Pictured Rocks National Lake-
shore.

When Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore
was authorized by the U.S. Congress in 1966
as America’s first national lakeshore, the ena-
bling legislation called for the construction of a
“scenic shoreline drive” as part of the park’s
development. However, the legislation did not
specify exactly where that road should be lo-
cated. Due to other national priorities, includ-
ing the Vietnam War effort, funds were never
appropriated to actually design and build the
road.

This delay led to tremendous frustration on
the part of local individuals and units of gov-
ernment, many of whom felt misled into sup-
porting the establishment of the park. How-
ever, as local pressure increased to fund the
project, opposition to building a road through
undeveloped portions of the park also in-
creased, leading to many years of con-
troversy.

Over the years, several alternative locations
were considered for the road. But, in 1998, to
protect the most pristine portions of the park,
Congress amended the park’s enabling legis-
lation to actually prohibit the National Park
Service from constructing a road through the
main portion of the park, forcing a compromise
solution.

That compromise, ultimately endorsed by
the National Park Service and the Alger Coun-
ty Road Commission, called for the recon-
struction and paving of an existing sand and
gravel road; Alger County H-58. Using a com-
bination of federal and state funds between
1990 and 2010, H-58 was re-designed and
paved to provide improved access to and
through Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore
and connect the two gateway communities of
Munising and Grand Marais.

In the end, the Alger County Road Commis-
sion and the National Park Service worked
very closely to design and build a roadway
that would provide an outstanding scenic ex-
perience worthy of a national park. It is also
noteworthy that in 2009, as the road project
was coming to an end, Congress also pro-
vided permanent legal protection to the central
portion of the park by establishing the Beaver
Basin Wilderness. It took over 40 years, but
with these two actions, the controversy about
how best to balance road access and protec-
tion of nationally significant resources at Pic-
tured Rocks had finally come to an end.

Over the years, many Alger County resi-
dents continued to strongly advocate for a
road that would provide better access to the
National Lakeshore. These included Connie
Berube Binsfeld, who later served as Lt. Gov-
ernor of Michigan and a member of the Na-
tional Park Advisory Board; Doug Miron and
Paul Heyrman, Chair and Vice-Chair of the
Alger County Road Commission; the late Den-
nis “Fuzzy” Boyak, President and CEO of
Peoples State Bank of Munising; Rochelle
Cotey, Director of ALTRAN, the local transpor-
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tation authority, and Richard and Chuck
Nebel, a Munising banker and attorney-at-law.
Munising native Mike Pond, a professional civil
engineer, was involved in the design of vir-
tually every detail of the road. Now that the
road is complete, these local residents, along
with others, have left a lasting legacy for Alger
County and the visitors to Pictured Rocks Na-
tional Lakeshore.

——————

HONORING ASSISTANT CHIEF
BRIAN LENA AND CAPTAIN WIL-
LIAM BAHR

HON. NAN A.S. HAYWORTH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 24, 2011

Ms. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Assistant Chief Brian Lena and
Captain William Bahr of the Mahopac Volun-
teer Fire Department; for their heroic actions
and longstanding commitment to their fire de-
partment and community.

In October of 2010 these two men, along
with their fellow firefighters, responded to an
evolved structure fire which blocked the only
exit the occupants had. At the scene, Assist-
ant Chief Lena and Captain Bahr bravely res-
cued the occupants through a second story
bedroom window. During this time, the hose
crew also attacked an advancing fire in the
kitchen and hallway.

In response to these heroic actions, Assist-
ant Chief Lena and Captain Bahr have both
been awarded the distinct honor of Firefighter
of the Year. They have received this award
with several agencies, including the Mahopac
Volunteer Fire Department, Putnam County
Volunteer Firemen’s Association, Hudson Val-
ley Volunteer Firemen’s Association, and the
Firemen’s Association of the State of New
York.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize As-
sistant Chief Lena, Captain Bahr, and all of
the other first responders who came out that
day. We are fortunate to have such dedicated
volunteers protecting us in the Hudson Valley.

———————

IN HONOR OF WORLD REFUGEE
DAY

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 24, 2011

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor World Refugee Day and the 60th anni-
versary of the 1951 Geneva Convention Relat-
ing to the Status of Refugees. While we are
commemorating World Refugee Day all week,
the plight of refugees continues day in and
day out. As | speak, there are some 15.4 mil-
lion refugees around the world. But, there’s
another dimension to this humanitarian crisis
that | want to highlight. Worldwide, there are
an estimated 27.5 million internally displaced
people who have fled their homes, but remain
within their country’s borders. So, as we mark
World Refugee Day, we cannot forget inter-
nally displaced people who are refugees within
their own countries.

In total, there are 43 million refugees and
displaced people globally which is roughly the
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